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./ In 1975, the/Center for the Study of Community'. • 

Colle^^s conducted a natiojiil "survey of huaanities faculty in 
■ ^^'^l^^^ colleges. This'^per summarizes the char a c thistles of 110 
lib^^l arts/drama i,nstructofs "included in the total sample of' 1,493 
full- and' part-time faulty., Pindin.gs of fhe guryey ' include-: (1) -73% 
of the 110 taught liberal -arts, 28% taught speech, and 8% taught 
..literature; (2) 3T91 had been student's in comfflunity/ junior colleges; 
^ (3) 7155 were aales; {^) 40S5 fell between the- ages of 31-40 years; (5) 
more than any cfther discipline, liberal arts/drama instructors held • 
. graduate degrees in various fields;. ^6) 82% were full-time faculty, 
-while 26X were employed in jobs in addition tb' their faculty " 
position; (7) 2% claimed to be working towar-d %he master's degree and 
29% claimed to be , wording toward" th^ doctorate; (8) liberal * ' ■] 
arts/dra^a instructors ?ajii^d .self-knowledge /personal identity as th^ 
most important .qualit^a student should gain^on)- a ,twa-year college/ 
educatJloff. It»f^Fi5|^.ti/<Jn CQice;?ning attitud'^ toward students' and thej 
hiHir^nities, .pjftJfession^^e'^e^pment, refere'nce group Tddentifica'tibn, 
-and- job satisfaction^^a^ also reported. For) the full survey reDort. -' 
see ED 121 358.. G^C^ '. '1 T ' ' s- ' •' . ' ■ • 
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*A nationwide survej^of 1493 people teaching. the humanities in 156 
two-year col1eges--caref^1y selected in terms, of locale, control, em- 
phasis, size and age--was conducted ^n spring; 1975 by-^the Center for 
the Study af Community Colleges ♦ The^ faculty sample was drawn ^ to in- 
clude proportionate numbers of both full-time and oart-tiine iiistructors. 
Sponsored by the Natiori'al Endowment for the JHumarmjes, tl?e 'project re- 
vealed demographic data as well as attitudes toward ^tud^ts. and the 
humanities, reference group identiTiQatiqa," satisfact.ion, and. preference" 
for further preparalS^on. , In this papef liberal arts/drama instr^cter^^ 
in the sample are compared with, this total group of facultj^Ju-^^JJ^, 
anthropology^ foreign' language, history; law/ goyernmentV.jp'^ 
drama, literature, niusic phildrspphyrHfte^^tt^^^ scienc^^^lj 
studies*, arhd sociaT^ciences^s^^'- 



)ecjfi 



Si ncg^^-fetfi s subset of/Kberal arts -irt 
of ',p^.00^teaching drama^o may be* \ 

history and 1 1terative of the d 
ities/to other art ^ciplines-^ 
fi}imu9h the .def inijlieti of f 
hdo^/mefit for thelHumaniti 

structors are re.^ppnsibl^fop^r-^mance *iKS wgIT* ^s his'tory and 
literature! . .Thus, y^eyint\(yy^ on^f^veral dimensions the; lip 

su,bjects^teachin^g 1^/l5era1 ir^^^ who represent 7%* of the total. 
1493 subjects Will/be siSmlar to the 7% who are'iri art and/t)ie 6^ who 
are in mus.ic. Mtn^'W, J2>% of the' 110 teach liberal arts,/28% 
'spefech/drama^ an4^£i%:*>fterature 
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^^o.^j::omp(Jsed . , 
fa nee as well 
certain, similar-- 
(yX ,dnd music. ^That is, 
?fe>ed by the- National 
e peVforniing arts^mapy' in- 
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More than any other .disciRline,", people teaching the liberal 
arts/drama hold graduate degrees in various fields. While other 
groups pften hav'e^bne or^ twd feopl^ who may have majored in sojne 
/"unGOjiv^ntionaV field, most cluster^ in^ one or at best two areas. 
For the -liberal arts/drama people therel^is a greateV^dispersion in 
degrees,, the' largest*' portion of this group (28*^) claim literature 
'as^-^hfejr major, whi^le 24%. indicate, speech/dr^ma; 16%,*^ music; and 15%, 
education. . ' - " ^ - , * "-^ '\ • 



' Thirty-one peroenf of the^e iiis.tructors, had been/students in 
commuhity/junloT^collesies. Seventy-6ne percent are Aale (67% total ,^ 
61% art and Blf jnusic); ' The j'^trgest cTusterijig' <?1%' qs at 36-40 years', 
and the next largest (19%), is a;t '31-35 years.* TKg^ther gwops vary 
considerably^,- with ho particular tendencies to ^p^set .age patterns. 

'Mil figures are'rounded, . ^. ' . . 




':erjc 



2 



Like most other groups', , their, backgrounds are. mUcji the's^ame here, < 
With 93%' claiming, "tP be white/Cau.casian, 4%'deCliji1ng to ^answer, 3%' -^' 
being Black/Negro and ^% citing "other , ''""We can" hardly- say that 
affirmative action is making its jmpact 'here or in arty.,other/o/.\the 
humanities areas. , \ ^ ' 

^ --As for books in the .homes in whicK/respbndeh^ts- were raYsed,. '46^-^ 
claim over 200 'books; 27%, 101-2OD4-and..^«,* 25-fOO. \. These^f^^^ 'V 
"closely approximate both the total group':and the two other disciplf^s' 
that are. b'eing^ used for comparative purpbses"— art' ^irfd music. *" 

Experience ^ ^ » • . * *- " ; - ^ . - ^ 

Like the total '^rb\I\>^^A^i had.iiad no, experience^ as inatf^iictdrs * 
for a<lpinnistrators in ^cojdiry.scWal s\ Even more. {46%-, 55% total) 
had 'rfot functioned tri either of ,<^ose capacities beyaiid the level' of 
teactijng cfr researGh%*as§nstany<y These, figures 'cFiffer quite markedly, 
not only 'frcfm the total g^roup^butrcil^o from the-i-^rV, and music in- 
structors. Like these others, however, the years a faculty member 
.taught in a two-year* college' tended to be 5-10, followed by 3-4 and 
then N2. . . 

♦ 

A little under* two-thirds of the I'lberal arts/drama people (61%; 
67% .total) had .not been chairpersons of their departments or divisions. 
Comparatively speaking, however, more had functioned as directors of a 
special program- and* onjy, a few had served as administrators, as .was , 
true pf the -Other samples. ' . ^ 

- Ajid also true of the other grpups, ''5-lO^years was the .most popf ' 
ular rSnge that iitjerail arts/drama peppVe had' spisnr-ili l^heir cutrent' • 
institutions-.^ . Indeed, more people in this discipline (5il^) /tha^ri in ^ 
any other had des-ignated this particular time span.' ' 

Chairpersons . . . • , ^ ' " ' ,V ' ' , • ' ' 

As compared:^ with the total sample (15%*)', a fSfr ""number of liberal 
arts/drama instructors (18%) , were currently^ acting a^ chairpersons I'n- 
their departments or divisions'.^ Forty, percent had previously employed^ 
instructors who held the doctorate, even though. 95% reported no pressure 
either way. (hire or^not) to .do so.. Sixty-five percent said th^r^id 
plan to hire candidate^ with this graduate degree/ •an<l--37T indicated 
they%ould *hire the best person, regardless of degrees; " - ' 

" ' When itccame to actual experience with doctorate' holders, 35^ 
of the people in this disciplinary-group, .aS' compared f/ittl 2^% of the 
total sample, noted -^that^ their performance was, the sa^me a? other 
teachers, and 20% .reported 'they were fine/excel lent/^ood teachers. 



Teachin^j-^ Hours/FtiM -tifiie/Part-Time \' . ' . - ' ; ** ' ^ " ' ^ 

• .ffberal arO/driwria fac^ij] ty inenpbers''tend .€o s^pend mucti the s^me 
number pf hours in' teaching as' do ^the tot^l. group of respondents; 
but fewer hours -/than the art and inusic people^ • Elghty-twb piercenf 
are'constdered. to te, full -time- instructors arid-. 2'6%^ (exactly i^he ^ame 
as' the total ) «re employed Irt jobr in addition to th^ir faculty 
appointments at the sampled colleges^ ,When they are so employed, • 
the time varies from^ 1^1 0 -hours ^ foe 5'9% td lV-ZO hours for 21^^ Bnd^ 
31-40 hours for 10%. Th6,tenden£y here. i'V.tO the- lesser numbers of 
hours employed> outside their-'teaching jobs: ^\ - * ' 



Reference Groiips • • ' * , ' ' * ;•' 

Reference grpttps are viev>q.d here in terms of their useful ne?s< 



as -soi/K^s Qf. adviqe^on teaching". >ihen it 



comes to the eijght refjer- 
SQurce^s Of advice, . • ^ 
by the liberal arts/dmna 
sample, a consistency tnat^ 



enp€ .groups' that were offered ^s potential 
-colleagues were seen fi^^st as q-uite' useful 
peopled This. is cons.i^tent with tlie .total 

.is perpetrated in all, cases, with the exception of , the fifth 'choice , . 
which was tied. In descertding erder,''seen as quit^.uSefuV are the 
following oj^her groups: students, department chairpersons", professional 
jouVm^*^^ pcpfessprs^ and. programs of professional organiz- . 

rofis (tiQd), high school-teachers, and administrators. 



Jburnal s 



Fo^'. the .total ^group of respondefits', b,\^\xy^^o\iTi\\ r^poj'ted 
•subscribing to and reading'-nd scholarly *joupn^^ t 
disciplines, .whTle 31^^ of XM liberal ^xp^^f^m peo'pVe so fepor-ted. 
A- f^ rtipre people-in this jdjscipline' (:67%) than the^tota] (64%) said 
jftiey^^read ng profes sjona?' education Jou^rnal s . And when it comes to; • 
^burnar$..or mag^ines of q^nefcil^ trtter^st; a few more .1 iberal art?/ 
drama iiVstTuctors* ( 79?i)fthan^the .total (78%)'say none, 'j^'/^ 

Profess tonaT^ Development ' * ' ' '^7^^~^— Z ' ^ ' 

• When' compared with the total' ^yp'(7%) ,-,very few- (JiHTBiTit^^^ 
•arts/drama people are work'injg for their masters degr^r.-t^ut-more 
.(29%; 24%' total V 20% musi-eV^^'and lU^rt) indicate ^ that tbey 'are 
wc^r^kins on thei> doctorates. ^At^the same time, most .{91%, total.- 
86%) say that in the. next five year's they would like', to take steps; ^ 
toward professional development. Getting'a Ph.O* or Ed.D*, most' 
appeals to those who answered th^S 'Previous -question in the affirma- 
tive| 35%. of the libe<:al arts/drama people and '34% of the total* group 



soTespoadin'g^ Twenty-eight percent (32%' tota1) say they would like 
to enroll in courses -in a university.' Interestingly*, more-^liberal 
arts/drama instructors- (12%) than their peers in any other .discii^line 
(10% total) suggest they would like to enroJl 1o in-servicg .courses " 
sit their colleges. 

r . . . ' ■ "T .• 

• ■ • ' ; • ■ . . - r ■ 

' • If a free, sunpel;^ were avail able, 'next to the foreign language 
people (70%) this groQp .is more likely t.o want to travel (59% liberal 
- .arts/drama; 53% total )\ In-order o,f preference, they would like" to 
, do a combinatiofi^of meetiTig classes/research/and workshops; take 
classes/study/arid read; rec^^a^iion and reading; and create/perform/- 
and/or paint. The lattfir-choice varies considerably- Between the 
liberal^, arts:/ drama and ttrfcal groups--.witli 18% of the' former so ihdL- 
' eating, compared to 8%' of ■^'he-AtotaJ . 

-^^ - 
Were they to begin training all o'ver again, liberal arts/drama, 
'.■people fill, slightly below the'tp.tal gr©iip in terijis of saying they 
'would do the same/change nothjng"(27%;';totaT 33%) and a little above 
^ the' total in terms of feeling they would study the .humanities (17%; 

•tota] 12%). However, about twice .as .many in this discipline (liberal 
, arts/drama, 12%; total 5%) .indicate they would, take more psychology/, 
•personal (level opment'.courses. " ' 

. < ■ ' ' ,• • . . 

Five Years Hence - . ' ! 

'Liberal arts/drama jnstructors are/exactly like the total group 
in terms of rank ordering positions that they think would be desir- 
able' five years hence, 4n ord^r, tjiey rank a faculty position at a 
.four-year college or university; doing what they are currently doingj^' 
. a'^chool^outside 1:he United State?; a facul ty. position at another 
^ community junior, col lege; an administrattve position in a community 
.or jtjnior college; a non-teaching^.non-academic position; a positJon 
' in a professional associa'tion;*no idea; and any position *but the 
' college in which tfiey afe presently employed, 

^ ' , • * f ' ' ' • 

Affiliation ^\ ' / * ' 

Eighty-twp percent of the. liberal arts/ilrama epople claim to be 
members of professional organizations^ (78% tot^l ) , Most of the 
people who claim membership belong to one ordlinization (29%), then ^ 
-two (27%) ^d three (18%), Almost half attended one or more regional 
or national meeting^- *Only 10% presented orye paper and 2%, two, 

: I As for their relationship with significant others in their 
lives, our liberal arts/drama people followed the pattern established 
by the total group.. The^ are mo^st related/tq their friends, their 



family, other i-nstructors in. their field, most instructors ait^.their 
school', students, teacher organizations and, Jast, college adminis- 
trators. Incidentally, tfTe4r- relationship witfv-t-he latter group was 
lower than for any other group. Whereas th^vr score *was 29%^ 
affiliated, the total was 37%, 45% art and 41% music, ^In this case 
they are closest to the literatur|e people who claim 32% affilia^ior\ 
with college administrators. 





Students - 

When asked tp rate the qua laities t]te^t^^tl}i;nk students should 
~gair> from a two-year c^llege-educatTtm, the liberal arts/drama in-- 
structors differ some\vnat from^ tHe\t6tal sample. Both groups indi- 
cate as their first cfroixz^e self-knowledge/personal identity and also 
agree on -the fifth and last alternatives. Knowledge and skills ^ 
applicable to careers and understanding and mastery oY~~5^me academic 
discipline. However, they choose as' second in order of importance,* 
aesthetid awareness (also second for art, but fourth for the total 
and first for music);, third, knowledge of and interest in community 
and world problems, (second for total )4 apd fourth, preparation for* 
further formal' education (third, for total). * 

As for the number of courses they thinjc-stjudents in two-year 
oci^upational programs should b^ "required to take,. Tike all ^groups 
except anthropology,, they point -to the large-st offerljig— ^ix or more 
courses. Their second -and third j:hojces are -two and four* 

This particular. discipline is like ohly the art group i?i;that 
50% feel^that films are_-insufffc1eiitly offered* on their campuses— 
consistently responding with a.'"toO few** to all" five offered alterna- 
tives. Like the total group, they rank colloquiums and seminars as 
most insufficient, aQd both exhifcfits and concerts and recitals as 
second in the extent /to which they are seldomly offered to students.. 
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Experience and Curriculum 



Consistency is indicated^by the liberal arts/drama people ,too 
in'terms of their gxperiences-with^ the humanities other th*n. through 
.their teaching. :In order of importarTce.> they rank visiting art 
museums, sh'Swir-^hibits, , concerts, , theatre and films 'first; *then, 
reading, list^dr}g3?>fei^o ^"^^ radio and watching J"V; af^d •attending 
, c 1 s s ses^^'^^^fure siniTjiiars . 



More people in 1 iber^'r^t^/d^^ any other discipline 

indicated that humanities cours^I^tr-^^t?*^^^ added or " 

improved" in. the past ,seven yeajis, And^more thfa^"3Lr^'^&4^^cipl ine* e^^^ 
j^e^gious,;Studief (10% for both-)^ they felt that huwahiti^s- had'be'en fe^ 
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integrated into i rite rdisci pi i nary cour 

' As for chanSJ^s they would like" to .srfee" affected^ again people 
'in this, discipline o'^t for the additionVand improvement of -humanities 
-purses (35% liberal arts/drama; -30% total) and improved facilities 
^^a^a^^aterials (13% liberal arts'/drama ^ and 7% Jptal/. They also ; 
'wouTd like to see interdisciplinary courses, more extra curricular 
courses, ^afid more emphasis on individual development 9n^d seminars. 
'Again, these are. all responses to open-ended inquiries/ • * - * 



the to 1 leges 

Ninety i^ercent of the liberal arts/drarifa people (86% total) are 
in public two-year colleges tKat are comprehensive (91% liberal arts; 
90% total ).,, These respondents^ are almost^equally split (43% each) 
between' col T6ges built betwee'rf 196'(J ahd 1969 and^hose erected in 1959 
or earjier. .These figures, are much like'.jthe total 




Th? biggest single clustering of V^spondents is at institu 
with 2500-4999 students, with colleges of, student enrollments of 
15,000 and more accounting'for 17%, and co-lleges of 00,000-14,999 
having 16%. Seventy percent of these 'instructors are functiojulng in 
single campus instituti6hs , 25% in multi-campus ones^ and 6^Tn twt 
year divisions of four-year colleges. 



In Sum 




Hberal ^rts/drama people do not stand out as' radica'T^^'f ferent 
from the total group, nor are they consistently ixientif lab^e wit"Fr~~*°^ 
either the art or music faculties. Indeed, they are often between these 
two disciplines in terms of their relationships to given cQnstrilcts, a 
fact that may be attributed in part to the multiplicity of their degree 
backgrounds and the overlap among di sciplines . ' 



Florence B. Brawer 
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